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This Month’s Meetings 
 

Photo Editing Workshop 
Thursday, July 14 at 1:00 P.M. 

At FFG Library Bldg. 
 

General Meeting 

Monday, July 18 at 6:00 P.M. 
At Christ Lutheran Church FFG 

 
Plateau Photography Club 

Thursday July 21 at 1:00 P.M. 
At FFG Library Bldg., 
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The July Program at  
FFG Christ Lutheran Church 

 

.“Lets Get Social” 
 
Alan Baker, PPCUG member, will provide an 
introduction to the phenomenon of “Social 
Networking” including history, key functions, 
the most popular media applications and their 
primary audiences/uses and other insights.   
 
There will be a more detailed look at the lead-
ing social network, Facebook, using live 
demonstrations and discussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
There will be time for audience questions and 
a handout will be provided on the PPCUG 
website.  

Summer Hours starts at 6:00 P.M. (April  though September) 
 
New location:  Christ Lutheran Church 

481 Snead Drive, Fairfield Glade  

mailto:www.PPCUGinc.com
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“FREE” Table 
We have set up a table at our member meetings to share our 
“extra” goodies with other club members. 
If you have something to give away, bring it in and put it on the 
FREE table.  It’s first come, first served.  If you see something you 
want, help yourself. 

 
Join the Club! 

Anyone interested to attend the general meeting or any of the SIG 
meetings as a guest will be charged $3.00 per person for any or all 
meetings in that month. Afterwards, you are encouraged to become a 
member of the Plateau PC Users Group.  
Our Club cannot exist without you, the members.  
  

Membership Dues  

Our annual dues are now payable July 1st of each year.  Annual dues 
are $24 per single person / $30 per family starting July 1, 2014.with 
partial years dues as follows: 
  

 
 
Student memberships (21 and under) are $10 annually.  Corporate 
memberships are $30 a year for the first two memberships and $10 
 a year for each additional membership from the same compa-
ny.  Contact the PPCUG Treasurer (931) 707-3677 for pro-rated 
dues of these types of memberships. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER 
 

All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing to help one 
another in the area of advice and tutorial instruction over the 
phone.  If you should require more involved services or instruction, 
we have a few members who are very knowledgeable in  
several areas.  As a responsible consumer, it is up to you to  
discuss, before retaining a member, any and ALL charges for  
repair services and time consuming tutorial activities. 
 
It is not the desire of this Board of Directors to set fees for individ-
uals for services rendered, nor the responsibility to intervene  
between members who enter into a contract among themselves. 
 
The GAZETTE is published using the following:  Microsoft Word, 
Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Windows.  The Gazette is the 
monthly newsletter of the Plateau PC Users Group, Inc. 
   
DISCLAIMER:  No warranty, express or implied, is made by the 
PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its contributing editors.  This 
extends to all losses incidental or consequential from the use or 
non-use of any information in any issue of the Gazette. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2016-2017 - PPCUG, Inc. Board Members 
     

 

    

 
Due Date 

Jul-Sep 
2016 

Annual Dues 

Oct-Dec 
2016 

Jan-Mar 
2017  

 

Apr-Jun 
2017 

Single: $24 $18 $12 $6 

Families: 
$30 $22 $15 $7 

President Steve Rosenstein (931) 742-0151 

Vice-President/ 
Compliance  

Jim Buxton (931) 456-6009  

Treasurer John Krueger (931) 707-3677 

Secretary Open  

Past President Carl Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Librarian Barbara Duncan (931) 456-2251          

Programs Open  

Membership Dolores Crabtree (931) 484-9013 

Publicity Mary Anne Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Gazette Editor Gordon Botting (931) 456-2184 

APCUG Rep  Steve Rosenstein (931) 742-0151 

Equipment  
Custodian 

 Bob Willis (931) 456-6511 

Webmaster Alan Baker  (931) 788-2201 

   

Directors at Large 

Alan Baker Gordon Botting Dolores Crabtree 

Richard Del Frate Barbara Duncan Bob Willis 

Linda Yates   

Director Emeritus 
Don Lewis  

    

 SIG Leaders   

Photo Editing 
Workshop 

Ed Thornblade (931) 456-6020 

Plateau Photography 
Club 

Jim Mansfield (931) 484-6920 
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 Up Coming Meeting August 2016 
  

Note: Summer Hours & New Location 
 

The next General Meeting of the 
PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP 

Will be on August 15 at 6:00 P.M. 
at Christ  Lutheran Church 

481 Snead Drive FFG 
(corner of Snead & Lake View) 

 

Classes  
Please send ideas for new classes to Alan Baker  

( ambaker@citlink.net ) 
  

 
 

Cool Tips & Sites 

 

MS Word Number pages 
 
It's easy to configure a header and footer for  
your Word document so the page number is  
displayed on every page.  
 
In many instances, though, a document will have 
a title page for which a number is not required. 
 
Set up page numbering as required and then  
in Word 2007 and 2010, move to the Page  
Layout tab before clicking the button in the  
lower right-hand corner.  
 
Switch to the Layout tab and tick the box  
labelled 'Different first page', before clicking OK. 
 
 
 
 

PPCUG ISP 
We wish to thank the following for providing  

ISP connections:  
 

Frontier for DSL at the : 
 127 Senior Center, Crossville, TN 

 PPCUG Website 
 

Visit our website at www.PPCUGinc.com. The Learn-
ing Center class schedule and Gazette are all 

 available on our web site. 
 

Send your comments and suggestions to the  
Webmaster, Don Lewis 

Webmaster@ppcuginc.com  (931) 456-5352 

News of the Special Interest Groups 
 
The PPCUG sponsors several Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) tailored to meet the varied needs of our many 
members.  Each SIG is a small group whose leader 
prepares material for presentation and encourages 
open discussion and questions.  We urge you to attend 
the SIGs and hope you will find one or more of inter-
est to you.  Ideas for additional groups are welcome, 
as are volunteers to form and lead new SIGs. 
 

Plateau Photography Clubs 

 
A photo editing workshop is held at 1:00 PM at the 
Fairfield Glade Library Bldg. on the second Thurs-
day  of each month.  Members meet to discuss & 
demonstrate various editing software programs avail-
able to enhance their photographs. The SIG leader is 
Ed Thornblade. 
 
 
The Photography Club, a PPCUG SIG, meets the 
Third Thursday of each month at the Fairfield Glade 
Library Bldg. at 1:00PM.  Topics vary each month 
but we show and discuss member's photos each 
month.  The SIG leader is Jim Mansfield.  
 

The Photo Club/SIG website 
 
The Photo Club/SIG website is now up.  Access 
to it is through the PPCUG website, using the "Photo 
Club" navigation link at the top of each PPCUG 
page.  I think that this is a big improvement, and 
could not have been done without the work of  
Dallas Richards. 
 

 New PPCUG Website 
 

Visit our new website at www.PPCUGinc.com. The 
Learning Center class schedule and Gazette are 
all available on our web site. 
 
Send your comments and suggestions to the  
Webmaster, Alan Baker 
Webmaster@ppcuginc.com  (931) 788-2201 
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PPCUG  General Meeting Minutes June 20, 2016 
 

Phones, Tablets and Phablets presented by Alan Baker 
 

Due to the requirement to vote for the incoming slate of officers to be seated at the beginning of the new fiscal 
year July 1st  2016 to June 30 2017, the business portion of this meeting preceded the presentation portion. 
  
Alan Baker opened the meeting at 1803 with a brief explanation of the process of electing the previously  
published slate of officers while also announcing the still existing vacancy in the slate for a Secretary. Dick Del 
Frate outgoing secretary explained the function of the secretary in this organization and how he had used his 
experience in the position over the last several years to grow his own knowledge about computers. This also  
illustrated that anyone interested in becoming involved in the position does not need to be a computer expert.  
 
A motion to accept the slate of officers as presented was moved and seconded and a voice vote to accept was 
unanimously in favor. 
  
The next order of business was explained by President Steve Rosenstein, who announced the disposal of two 
Kindle readers which have been awarded to the PPCUG by the National PC Users Group of which, our organi-
zation is a member. The older of the two Kindles will be given as a door prize to some lucky member of the 
group at this meeting. The other will be auctioned to the highest bidder, again at this meeting. The older unit has 
been pre-loaded with a number of computer technology books. The new, unopened in the box unit has not been 
preloaded. The auction for the new Kindle solicited a winning bid of $45.00. Using Carl’s sophisticated random 
number generator program, the door prize Kindle was awarded to John Krueger. This concluded the business 
portion of the meeting. Steve then turned it over to Alan for his presentation. 
 
Alan’s topic is smart phones, phablets, tablets and 2 in 1 combo units. The basic categorization is determined by 
size along with typical capabilities. The smart phone has screen size up to about 5” diagonal. Smart Phones in 
addition to communications are also able to run apps and connect to the internet. Phablets are touch screen 
smart phones with screen sizes up to about 7” diagonal. Tablets are small self-contained touch screen computers 
usually without phone capability with screen sizes up to about 11”. The 2 in 1 combination units are larger tab-
lets which may have a detachable keyboard and support mouse operations. Depending on manufacturer the  
operating system used by these can be Android, Apple IoS, Windows 10 or Chrome OS and Blackberry. All of 
these have cameras. Some have them both front and back. Features to look for; HDMI output, battery life,  
recharge speed and memory capacity. 
  
With all these options, it is up to the individual to determine what category or product provides the most value 
and capability within the budget. If phone capability is paramount, the deciding factor will most likely be screen 
size and “keyboard” (input) dexterity required. If you can’t read the screen or have difficulty with small buttons 
or inputting information into the device, a smart phone may not work for you. If you need a mobile computer 
but don’t want to lug around a laptop, then one of the more capable tablets or 2 in 1’s may be suitable. Alan was 
quick to remind that security for one of these devices is just as important as it is for your home computer or  
laptop. Antivirus protection, passwords, anti-malware are necessary and available. It is also worth noting that 
these units are not necessarily less expensive alternatives to laptops or PC’s. If portability is not the primary  
reason behind the purchase of one of these devices a PC or laptop may be less expensive and more capable. 
   
What can these be used for? All of these can run apps. App is another name for a program or software. Apps 
have been developed for almost any purpose imaginable. Many of these are free the rest are available for a fee. 
Fees can be minimal or expensive. Some are one time charges while others are purchased on a subscription  
basis. Many of these units come loaded with a number of apps as a standard load. Some of these preloaded apps 
are not able to be removed. They are effectively hard wired into the unit. It is important to eliminate any apps 

(Continued on page 5) 
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which are not needed since they do take up memory space and over time will affect the operation of the unit. Alan 
suggests that a good source of app information is your friends who may have similar interests and are  
currently using an app you may find helpful. Apps can also be found by doing a search on the internet for whatev-
er you want. Look for reviews/ratings from current users. Free apps can be downloaded, tried, and then either kept 
or deleted. 
  
The entire slide show presentation is available on the Club website at: 
 
http://www.ppcuginc.com/MtgHandouts/Tablets%20&%20Smart%20Phones_powerpoint2016pdf.pdf. 
  
Additional material can also be found on the website at: 
 
http://www.ppcuginc.com/MtgHandouts/Tablets%20and%20smart%20phones.pdf.  
 
Submitted by: 
 
Dick Del Frate 
Secretary 
 

How to Take Better Photos with Your Smartphone 
 

By Stu Gershon, Digital Photo SIG 
Sun City Summerlin Computer Club, Nevada 
www.scscc.club  
tomburt89134 (at) cox.net  
 
1. Hold camera HORIZONTALLY (Landscape). 

   
If you take a photo horizontally, you get a wider field of view.  This "fills the screen".  When you see cell phone 
photos on TV, they have large blank bars on the side because a phone photo has a different aspect ratio than your 
TV (or computer screen).  If you take a landscape photo, you can always zoom in or crop to make the picture ver-
tical and closer.  You cannot do that if you've taken the photo vertically. 
  
2. Hold the camera firmly which will keep the photo steady.   
 
Most pictures are blurry because people naturally seem to push downward when they press the shutter button, and 
this movement causes blur.  Also, just lightly tap the shutter button - the less the movement the steadier the shot 
and the clearer the final photo. 
  
3. Light -  
 
The natural light (outdoors) should always be behind or to the side of the photographer.  
This will eliminate "backlight" which often causes your subject to be in silhouette or look like little black stick 
figures. 
  
4. Rule of thirds -  
 
If you imagine a tic-tac-toe board (with nine boxes), try to keep your subject at one of the  
corners of the center box, NOT IN THE CENTER BOX.  This gives the picture some "movement" with either 
more foreground (what's in front), or more background (what's behind).  
 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

file:///C:/Users/Gordon/Documents/Gazette Stuff/July 2016 Gazette Stuff/2016 06 20 gen mtg phones tablets Alan Baker .docx
file:///C:/Users/Gordon/Documents/Gazette Stuff/July 2016 Gazette Stuff/2016 06 20 gen mtg phones tablets Alan Baker .docx
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The  Past Year in Perspective 
 

By Andrew Cummins, President, ICON Computer Users Group, MO 
January 2016 issue,  
http://www.iconusersgroup.org/ 
andrewcummins (at) yahoo.com 
 
We’ve put another glorious tech-year behind us. It is incredible how cheap computers have become. There were 
Black Friday deals for Windows PC for $200. Yes, they are low-end for Windows, but they’re good enough for 
many people. Non-Windows computers for under $50 are now being integrated into many things, like Smart TVs 
and video streaming sticks. Of course, a high-end PC, like a car, can be any price, but excellent high-end PCs are 
incredibly cheap by historical standards. 
 
Computers are getting small. As a matter of fact, the limiting factor in size has become the human interface. This 
past year, we saw real computers that fit in watches, USB sticks, and even the temple of eyeglasses. These small-
est computers don’t run Windows, but that’s not because they lack the power. Windows isn’t optimized for the 
functions of these tiny computers. 
 
Computers are getting more functions. As with size and price, changes in function are more incremental than 
fundamental. We started hearing lot about something called Augmented Reality this past year. This is where you 
where you look at the world through a computer screen overlay, creating the potential to see the world anyway 
you want to see it. One crude way to accomplish this is with goggles that hold focusing lenses and a Smartphone 
in front of your eyes, providing ether Augmented Reality or fully immersive Virtual Reality. This is something I 
really hope to see demonstrated at ICON, soon. 
 
The world is becoming more connected. 2015 saw data/internet bottlenecks melting away. T-Mobile started  
offering unlimited free streaming of the greatest data hog of all, video, showing that data caps are really just  
excuses to create more expensive tiered pricing plans. (Data caps do little to alleviate traffic at times of peak  
usage.) This reflects that even cell towers have gotten to the point where providing video to the masses isn’t a 
problem. 
 
Computers are getting easier. Every new thing is a learning curve, but those curves are getting much smaller  
than the curves of the past. Microsoft has brought its personal assistant, Cortana, to Windows and many things 
can now be accomplished by just talking to the computer in natural language. 
 
Wow, this was an impressive year. The tech industry always excites me with new things. It’s a sure bet that  
these trends will continue. How cheap does a PC need to be before some of you will give up your Windows XP 
machines? A new PC might pay for itself in electricity savings. 
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How to Maximize Your Kindle’s Battery? 
 
Amazon advertises that their eBook readers only need to be charged once a month, but heavy readers will proba-
bly find that they need charge more often. Not anymore: read on as we show you how to blaze through your book 
collection without constant recharging. 
Make no doubt about it, even if you’re reading all day and even downloading lots of books to your Kindle, it 
would be really difficult to totally drain the battery in a single day. Even careless users don’t have charge their 
Kindle eBook readers on a daily basis like they do with phones or tablets. 
 
That said, the “charge monthly, not daily” line that Amazon boasts has some fine print that includes some power 
saving guidelines — like only reading a half hour a day. We don’t know about you, but we enjoy reading, and a 
half hour a day seems pretty paltry. 
After we started experiencing decreased battery life on our Kindle Paperwhite, we went on an all out bender to 
ferret out every single cause of decreased Kindle battery life. 
Before we proceed, let us emphasize one thing. This guide is focused exclusively on getting the absolute maxi-
mum battery life out of your Kindle. If you’re looking to keep your Kindle running while you’re hiking cross-
country, this is the guide for you. For those of us with regular access to a power outlet, feel free to enable or disa-
ble features at your discretion based on how you use your Kindle. 
Note: Instructions for following along with each tip are outlined for the Kindle Paperwhite, but they can easily be 
adapted for nearly every generation and variation of Kindle eBook readers. 
 
Ensure Your Kindle Firmware Is Updated 
One of the best things you can do to extend your Kindle battery life is ensuring your Kindle’s firmware is up-to-
date. They’re rarely published with any sort of fanfare (if at all), and if you don’t read Kindle user forums as ob-
sessively as we do you might never know they exist. But the Kindle occasionally suffers from a bug here or there 
that can put a hefty dent in your battery life. Previous battery-blasting bugs include issues with the Kindle index-
ing books and failing to sleep properly, for example. 
Even if you aren’t trying to hyper-extend your battery life, this is the one tip you should follow, as old firmware 
may be crippling your battery life without you even realizing it. 
 
Your Kindle should be up-to-date if you’ve connected it to any sort of network for even a brief period of time 
within the last few months. The Kindle firmware doesn’t get updated that often, but it should do so automatically. 
Of course, it doesn’t hurt to check. 
 
You can find your firmware version by tapping the top of the screen on the Paperwhite, selecting the menu but-
ton, and then selecting “Device Info”. Compare the “Firmware Version” number to the release list either (select 
your specific Kindle model to check the firmware #)  
 
Turn Off the Radios 
Overall, the Kindle is a very efficient eBook reader. But there are certain things that are rather difficult to make 
efficient. The Wi-Fi and 3G radios will, simply by their nature, drain battery much faster. 
 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Unlike the very low power needed to change the display on the E Ink screen, it takes a decent chunk of power 
to search for and connect to nearby Wi-Fi nodes, and even more power to maintain a cellular connection to the 
faraway 3G cell towers. The Wi-Fi/3G remains active even if the device is asleep with the screen saver 
on, and much like your cellphone, it will consume more power if the signal is weak and it has to work harder 
to connect to the remote wireless node/cellphone tower. 
 
Even if you have a daily subscription through the Amazon Kindle store or you’ve set up some sort of daily 
digest of all your saved articles, it makes no sense to leave your Kindle’s network radios running all day and 
night. If you’re in this situation turn the radio on once a day for a few minutes to complete your daily down-
load and then turn them off. If you don’t have a daily subscription/digest, it makes sense to only turn on the 
Wi-Fi/3G when you’re actively downloading a book. 
 
To easily turn off your Kindle’s network radios when not in use, simply navigate to the settings menu by tap-
ping the menu button, selecting Settings, and then toggling “Airplane Mode” on. Aside from keeping your 
Kindle up-to-date, this is hands down the best thing you can do for your battery life. Keep it in Airplane Mode 
whenever you aren’t actively downloading books and your Kindle will last so much longer. 
Speaking of such covers: there’s a good chance if you have a Kindle Paperwhite, you have either an official or 
aftermarket case with a tiny magnet in the cover. The Kindle Paperwhite has a little magnetic switch hidden 
just behind the lower right corner of the screen that allows the case to, courtesy of a very slender hidden mag-
net, trigger the switch and put the device to sleep. As much as we love the case (both we and several of our 
spouses have them) there is a small argument to be made for c 
 
Turn Down the Backlight 
Not all Kindles have backlighting, but if you’re using the Paperwhite or Voyager, it pays to…well, pay atten-
tion to the back lighting. The backlight is so subtle at the lower levels (especially in daylight) that it’s very 
easy to forget you have it turned on. 
 
We’d recommend getting in the habit of checking your backlight every time you use it during the day. The 
setting you use to read at night is most likely too bright (or entirely unnecessary) in full sunlight or even bright 
indoor lighting. 
 
You can access the backlight settings on the Kindle Paperwhite by tapping the top of the screen to bring up the 
on-screen navigation menu, and selecting the light bulb to increase or decrease the brightness. Curiously, you 
can never turn the backlight completely off (the lowest setting will still emit a very dim glow in a totally dark 
room) but turning it to the lowest comfortable setting for your environment is ideal. 
 
Turn Off Automatic Page Refresh 
E-Ink displays, even the high end ones, can sometimes have a problem with ghosting (especially when reading 
books that have large amounts of charts or illustrations). Ghosting occurs when the display refreshes poorly 
and a “ghost” of the previous text and/or graphics remains on the newly displayed page. 
 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Kindle includes a mechanism for dealing with ghosting called “Page Refresh”, but the feature comes at an 
energy cost. It essentially double loads every page so that if there is ghosting, the ghost will be undetectable 
because it will be the ghost of the page you’re currently on. While the feature works great for eliminating 
ghosting, it also means that if your Kindle was good for, say, 10,000 page turns it will now only be good for, 
more or less, 5,000 page turns. 
 
If you rarely-to-never have a problem with page ghosting, you can extend your battery by turning off page re-
fresh. You’ll find the setting by navigating to the Settings menu and looking under “Reading Options”. Toggle 
“Page Refresh” off. You can always turn it on for those rare times you run into ghosting with an illustration-
heavy book. 
Manually Sleep Your Kindle (and Consider a New Case) 
 
There’s an argument to be made for putting your Kindle to sleep, and it may not be the one you’re expecting. 
The Kindle is, essentially, always “on” unless you actually power it down completely. Whether it’s displaying 
the screensaver, the book list, or the page of the book you’re reading, the device is more or less in the same 
state and using the same amount of power. Thus, the argument for putting the Kindle to sleep isn’t that the 
sleep state actually saves a ton of power (recall, from the previous section, that the network radios stay on even 
when the device is asleep), but that the sleep state ensures that the back light is actually completely off. In fact, 
it’s the only time, besides completely powering down the Kindle, that this is possible. 
 
Your Kindle will go to sleep automatically if you leave it alone for 10 minutes, but that’s 10 minutes of wasted 
backlighting. You can put the Kindle to sleep when you’re done reading by pressing the button on the bottom 
of the Kindle or, if you have a magnetic cover, closing the cover. 
considering a non-magnetic case. 
 
In previous generations of the Kindle firmware, there was a bug wherein the magnet would not actually trigger 
sleep mode (and thus no power saving was achieved), and we’ve noticed that as the cases get older/looser with 
extensive use as they slide around in bags/purses. All that movement tends to trigger the sleep/wake cycle, and 
in our informal experiments with a first generation Paperwhite, switching to a “dumb” case did in fact increase 
the battery life. 
Treat the Battery Kindly 
It’s really easy to forget that the Kindle is actually a very slender Linux-based computer, and inside that tiny 
package is a motherboard, memory, and, of course, a battery. Lithium-ion batteries are really robust compared 
to their older rechargeable counterparts like Ni-Cad batteries, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t follow the 
same general lithium-ion care tips and tricks for your Kindle that you would any other device (like your laptop 
or cell phone). 
 
If you want your Kindle to have a long life, keep the device (and enclosed battery) at roughly room tempera-
ture. Don’t leave it in your car to drop below freezing or roast at over a hundred degrees. Don’t leave it sitting 
on a windowsill in the sunshine. Unlike a regular book, it won’t weather extreme temperature swings so well, 
and the end result will be time shaved off the life of your battery. 
 
When it comes to actually charging the Kindle battery, the Kindle is conveniently suited for just the kind of 
charging lithium-ion batteries like: moderate/slow use and recharging most of the time with a deep-cycle dis-
charge now and then. Lithium-ion batteries achieve maximum life cycles if they are not totally discharged fre-
quently, not left to sit charging at 100 percent for ages, and topped off before they fully deplete. 
 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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It’s really hard to do that with a laptop or phone battery because the battery goes so quickly. We need to re-
charge them so frequently, and nobody wants to be stuck with a dead device. But it’s pretty easy to do it with a 
Kindle. 
 
When you’re not trying to get a marathon session out of your Kindle battery, you should be in the habit of top-
ping off the battery when it’s around 50 percent depleted. Aim to take it off the charger either shortly after it 
hits 100 percent charge (or, even better, just before). Use the battery in this fashion and then, every once in 
awhile, allow it to run down to the point that the Kindle screen turns into the plug-it-in warning logo. That last 
maneuver isn’t necessarily intended to extend the life of the battery (lithium-ion batteries don’t like full dis-
charges), but it does help keep the battery sensor calibrated so the on-screen meter offers and accurate reflec-
tion of your battery status. 
 Add Books While Charging 
 
Every time you add a book to your Kindle, the Kindle operating system will index it. This is the basis of the 
search function on the device and it happens for every book whether you add a novel from the Kindle Store, 
get a periodical emailed to your Kindle, or sideload a manual from your computer. 
 

 
 
The indexing process is the most intense computational process the Kindle undergoes during regular opera-
tions, and the more books you add at once, the longer the process takes. Indexing one book can chew up a de-
cent amount of time and battery life, but when you add tens or hundreds of books at once (either by syncing a 
new or recently wiped Kindle to your account or via sideloading) your index time skyrockets. A large book 
dump to your Kindle’s internal storage can yield an indexing time that takes days and radically reduces your 
battery life. 
 
With that in mind, if you plan on syncing a huge number of books to your Kindle at one time, it’s best to do so 
while the Kindle is charging. Furthermore, unless you have a pressing need to dump hundreds of books at once 
it’s best to sync/sideload books in small batches (like 10 or fewer at a time). 
 
Remember, you can use your Kindle while it’s charging if you use a dedicated wall charger, or when you plug 
it into your computer and then eject the storage memory (if you don’t eject the Kindle it will remained locked 
to protect the contents of the onboard memory while the computer is able to access it) 
 
Check for Corrupt Books 
When indexing goes smoothly, it chews up a decent chunk of computing power/battery life. When index-
ing doesn’t go smoothly, it will outright tank your battery. Every once in a blue moon, the Kindle’s indexing 
service will come across a book it can’t index properly. This could be an Amazon-provided book that didn’t 
download correctly, a book that has improper formatting, a third-party download conversion gone wrong, or a 
corrupt sideloaded document. 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The end result is the same, however: the indexing service gets stuck in a loop and it pounds the un-indexable book 
over and over again trying to churn through it. Even if you restart your device, the indexing service will eventual-
ly get back to the same spot in the queue and get stuck trying to index the corrupt file. 
 
Fortunately, there’s a very easy way to check and see if this is the source of your poor battery life woes. Tap the 
search box on your Kindle’s home screen (or tap on the magnifying class icon in the menu bar) to access the 
search function. Search for a gibberish term that won’t appear in any of your books or documents; you want 
something like “sdfkhj03” or the like. 
 
Tap the small arrow on the left side of the search box to expand the results to display all the search categories 
(e.g. My Items, Kindle Store, Goodreads, and so on). Toward the bottom of the search panel you’ll see an entry 
for “Text in Books”. Tap on that entry. (People using older Kindles and/or old firmware will be taken to this text-
in-books by default.) 
 

 
 
 
If the indexing service is functioning normally, then it should return zero search results as the search query will 
not be found in any of the documents on the Kindle. If, on the other hand, the indexing service is currently index-
ing it will return a search result that reads “Items Not Yet Indexed’ with a number in parenthesis. If you just load-
ed a bunch of books on your Kindle (or even just bought one or two) you will see them listed here. Don’t be 
alarmed. 
 
If you select the entry for the not-yet-indexed items, it will expand to list the books. Are the books you just loaded 
on the Kindle there? That’s normal. Give it time to process. (This is the state you see in the screenshot above; we 
loaded a ton of books on the Kindle to create a non-indexed book list we could screenshot.) Is there a book hang-
ing out there from yesterday, last week, or even earlier this year? That isn’t normal. 
 
 
Delete the book from your Kindle either by using the on-device navigation (press and hold on the book title/cover 
and then select “Delete This Book”) or, if that fails for some reason, plug the Kindle into your computer via USB 
cable and manually delete the file from the /documents/[author]/[title]/ folder on the Kindle. 
 
Restart Your Device Once in a While 
We highlighted earlier in the guide that it’s very easy to forget your Kindle is a little computer. Every computer 
benefits from a restart now and then; more rarely computers need to get wiped clean and start fresh. 
 
 

(Continued from page 10) 
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To that end it is beneficial to restart your Kindle occasionally (once a month or even every few months is 
fine if there are no issues like sluggishness). You can soft reset your device by pulling up the navigation 
menu at the top of the screen, selecting the menu button, choosing “Settings”, then tapping the menu button 
again while in the Settings menu. 
 
 

 
 
There you will find an entry labeled “Restart”, which will reboot your Kindle. If your device is very sluggish 
or unresponsive, you can also do a hard reset (akin to pushing the reset button on your PC) by pressing and 
holding your Kindle’s power button until the screen flashes and the device reboots (approximately 30 sec-
onds). 
 
Within the same menu, you will also find a “Reset Device” option. If you have persistent battery issues that 
you think may be software/index related (but you’re unable to resolve them with an update or the index-
checking tricks we outlined above), you might consider doing a full reset. Resetting your Kindle is like for-
matting the hard drive on your PC: all your personal files will be gone, and the Kindle will be fresh like you 
just bought it. Make sure you have backups of any personal documents on the Kindle before proceeding with 
a device reset. 
 
If All Else Fails, Replace the Battery 
Let’s say you’ve done everything you can, your device is out of warranty, and the battery life is still really 
poor. Devices age, and lithium-ion batteries don’t last forever. Your 4+ year old Kindle may simply have a 
heavily used battery that’s due for replacement. While the Kindle models have improved over the years (and 
you might consider just buying a new one) for those of us who like to keep old tech running it’s actually re-
ally easy and economical to replace the battery in your Kindle. 
 

 
 
If you’re comfortable using a screwdriver, opening devices up, and spending $10-20, it’s a really easy fix 
that only takes an hour or so. The entire Kindle Paperwhite battery replacement routine can be boiled down 
to: pop case open with spudger (a flat prying tool used to open clam shell-sealed electronics), unscrew the 

(Continued from page 11) 
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tiny screws holding the screen down, swap out the battery hidden underneath, and put it all back together again. 
If you want to see just how easy it is, check out this photo-tutorial over at iFixit.com for the first-gen Paper-
white. (They have tutorials for other Kindle models, too.) 
 
he key to success here is ensuring you purchase the exact battery for your model Kindle, whether it’s a third gen-
eration Kindle Touch or a first generation Kindle Paperwhite. So when shopping on Amazon, eBay, or at battery 
specialty sites, make sure you closely compare the model number printed on the case of your Kindle with the list 
of compatible model numbers on the listing for the battery. 
 
 

AcuRite Pro 5-in-1 Weather Station 
 

By Jerry Grommes, Editor, Sandwich Computer Users Group, IL 
www.scug.org  
ggrommes (at) live.com 
 
I recently received an email from “Score Card Rewards” telling me how many points I had accumulated (purchasing with 
my VISA earns points which can be used to purchase merchandise through Score Card Rewards). I thought what better 
way to get a new gadget than to burn some points. Looking through the Score Card Rewards online catalog I came across 
something I had wanted for some time, but did not want to spend money on, a personal weather Station. I promptly added 
it to the cart & checked out. 
 
The AcuRite Pro 5-in-1 Weather Station with PRO+ 5-in-1 Sensor, PC Connect, Wind and Rain arrived 3 days later. I was 
a “Happy Camper” and had it setup and running in just a couple of hours. http://www.acurite.com/pro-5-in-1-weather-
station-with-pro-5-in-1-sensor-pc-connect-wind-and-rain-01035p.html  
 

The weather display with AcuRite Connect plugs into your computer to store, track and share 
your weather information. You can view your sensors from virtually anywhere on a smartphone, tablet or computer with the AcuRite 
app and myAcuRite.com website, or you can easily publish your weather reports on Weather Underground. 

 
Good Support 
Initially I had an issue adding my device to the AcuRite website, so I placed a call to customer support which the automat-
ed call service stated that I was in a que with 8 ahead of me. It then offered me to stay on hold and wait in line or to give a 
call back number and they would call me back when it was my turn. I opted with the call back and received their call about 
45 minutes later. 
 
The support person was very well versed, easy to understand and took care of my problem in a matter of minutes. The con-
tact us support page lists the Company (Chaney Instrument Co.) as being located in Lake Geneva, WI. That’s almost local. 
 
AcuRite Pro 5-in-1 Weather Sensor 
· Measures temperature, humidity, wind speed, wind direction and rain 
· Two solar panels power the internal fan to maximize ambient temperature accuracy at all hours of the day  
   (standard 5-in-1 includes only one solar panel) 
· Strong wireless range up to 330 feet (100 meters) 
· Transmits data every 18 to 36 seconds 
· Automatic self-emptying rain collection cup 
· 2-year battery life 

(Continued from page 12) 
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· Durable, all-weather construction 
· Easy installation includes mounting hardware 

 
Pro Weather Station Includes: Digital Display with PC Connect for  5-in-1 Sensor Data, 5-in-1 PRO+ Weather Sensor, 
USB cable, mounting bracket, mounting hardware, AC power adapter, instruction manual 
 
Display with PC Connect for 5-in-1 Sensor 
· 12 to 24-hour weather forecast 
· Patented Self-Calibrating Forecasting pulls data from a sensor in your backyard to give you the most accurate forecast 

for your exact location 
· Weather Ticker™ streams real-time information and alerts 
· Programmable weather alarms: temperature, humidity, wind, rain, dew point, heat index and storm alerts 
· Measures rain precipitation and rainfall history (inches or millimeters) 
· Wind speed: current, peak, and average (MPH or KPH) 
· Wind direction with 16-point wind rose 
· Indoor and outdoor temperature (degrees Fahrenheit and Celsius) with trend arrow 
· Indoor and outdoor humidity (%RH) with trend arrow 
· Heat index, wind chill, dew point and "feels like" calculations 
· Daily, weekly, monthly and annual high and low records 
· Barometric pressure with trend arrow 
· Time and date (month/day) 
· Bright blue backlight 
· Bilingual English or French display 
· Tabletop or wall-mountable design 
· Indicator for wireless sensor signal strength 

 
I am currently publishing my weather data on Weather Underground and you can view it at: 
http://www.wunderground.com/weather-forecast/zmw:60545.1.99999  

 
 
Or you can check it out at the bottom of the SCUG Home Page: http://www.scug.org/  

 
 
Weather Underground was founded in 1995 as the first online weather service, Weather Underground supplies weather 
data solutions to the many of the leading media companies and millions of users across the globe through their mobile  
apps and website wunderground.com. With over 180,000+ personal weather stations worldwide, Weather Underground is 
able to provide meaningful and reliable weather data to people in real-time. Weather Underground is part of The Weather  
Company and is based in San Francisco, California. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP, Inc. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  
           ___ New Member        ____ Renewing Member 
  

  

Return this application, with check for annual dues payable to "PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP." Return to the club 
Treasurer during our meeting or mail to PPCUG Treasurer. P.O. Box 3787, Crossville, TN 38557. Our annual dues are 
now payable on July 1st of each year.  Annual dues are $24 per single person / $30 per family starting 7/1/2014 with 
partial years’ dues as follows: 
 

 

 

Due Date Jul-Sep 2016 Oct-Dec 2016 Jan-Mar 2017 Apr-Jun 2017 

Single: $24 $18 $12 $6 

Families: $30 $22 $15 $7 

  

    

Date: ________           Amount Paid: $ ____ :.00,  by Cash ___ , or    Check ( #_________) 
                                                

    _________________________________ ________________________  _____________________________________ 

          Last Name         First Name Family Members (if family membership) 

________________________________________________________ 

           Address:  

__________________ _____ _____________ ________________ 

    City              State     Zip Code Phone Number 

 

I have belonged to a Computer Club before. Yes    _____    No _____  

 
 
l have used PCs since (year):   _____     
 
I have knowledge in the following areas that I would be willing to share with club members:  
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
July 2016 

 
E-Mail address: ________________________________________________ 
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Note:  Please see page #15 for  the Plateau PC Users Gr oup, Inc. Application for Membership form. 

August 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 1:00 P.M. 

Photo Editing 
Workshop Mtg. 

12 13 

14 15 6:00 P.M. 
General Mtg. 
Presentation 
Followed by 
Q & A Session  
  

16 17 18 1:00 P.M. 

Plateau Photog-
raphy Club Mtg. 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    


